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Up Close 
With All 
Four 
Reimel 
Finalists 
A gleeful Professor Anderson proclaims "You Will Not Denegrate My Feminist Legal Theory Class." 2L John 
Thiry sucks it up for the benefit of the annual Public Interest Auction. The event, held this year on March 16th, 
raised close to S50,000 to fund the Public Interest Fellowship program. 
3L Set to Trek for AIDS Research 
•BV" JEN OWTJT*""""" 
An estimated 800,000 to 
1.2 million people in the 
United States are infected 
with IIIV/AIDS. So what 
can we do about it? 
Although you may think that 
the epidemic is too grave a 
problem for one person to 
really make a difference, 
think again. Kari Samuels, a 
third year JD/MBA student 
at Villanova is truly helping 
us move closer to both rais­
ing AIDS awareness and 
discovering a vaccine for the 
AIDS virus. 
lUUC liu"" 
bike 500 miles across 
Ala.ska to help raise funds 
towards vaccine research. 
This year, she will once 
again travel on her bike 
across Montana for the 
Palotta Teamworks AIDS 
Vaccine Ride. This summer, 
V 
she and other volunteers will 
ride 575 miles from 
Missoula to Billings, 
Montana in order to raise 
money for vaccine research. 
Last year, the ride in Alaska 
involved over 2,700 volun­
teers and raised $8,257,000. 
The annual rides benefit tiful friends helped out, too, 
PI iWU lUllW l!«6fS toWkP 
tute and the Aaron Diamond 
AIDS Research Center. 
Kari not only participates 
in the annual Palotta 
Vaccine Rides, but she also 
raises awareness in the local 
Philadelphia area. On March 
15, Kari organized and coor­
dinated a date auction at the 
Manayunk Brewery, which 
raised almost $7000 towards 
AIDS vaccine research. She 
recruited 30 of her best 
looking friends to agree to 
be auctioned off to the high­
est bidder. Her not-so-beau-
and during the auction, 
which also raised additional 
funds for vaccine research. 
Although the date auction 
was fun and light hearted, 
an event such as this takes 
an inordinate amount of 
time and personal invest­
ment. Kari spent months 
soliciting restaurants, hair 
salons, and bike shops for 
gift certificates to be auc­
tioned. I was really 
impressed with her commit­
ment and tenacity during the 
whole planning and imple-
SEE S.\MUELS ON PAGE 7 
BY CARMEN BELL 
For 2L's Elizabeth Fogarty and 
Erin Ginsburg, and 3L's Dennis 
Abramson and Andrew Di Santo, the 
Reimels Competition has came to 
mean more than just your typical 
credit requirement. These two 
dynamic duos succeeded in making it 
to the final argument of the competi­
tion, held in the Appellate 
Courtroom of Garey Hall at 3 p.m. 
this past Saturday, March 31st. 
These two teams engaged in the final 
battle between the fictional Petitioner, 
Richard Worthy (represented by 
Abramson and DiSanto), and the fic­
tional Respondent, the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (rep­
resented by Fogarty and Ginsburg). 
It was a smashing match of whether 
Worthy was an innocent victim of cir-
rights infni 
MSA 
old constitutional ringement, 
or just another another criminal trying 
to escape conviction by the State. 
Alright, this may not be the 
Miranda case revisited in the 
Supreme Court, but let's face it-it 
must be pretty cool to be a Reimels 
finalist. So how does this make our 
competitors feel? While DiSanto 
appeared to still be in shock over 
making the final four and had to think 
long and hard to come up with his 
response of "um, pretty good," 
Abramson went into a bit more depth 
about his expectations. 
"At first I thought it was no big 
.deal," said Abramson. "But every­
body really makes a big fuss over this 
thing. At this point, it's pretty over­
whelming." 
"It's pretty remarkable to realize 
I've gotten to a place where I have 
wanted to be since the competition 
started, but never really believed I 
would get," said Ginsburg. Her part­
ner was equally excited about becom­
ing a finalist. "I love to see my name 
in print," said Fogarty. "If it can't be 
in lights, then print will do for now." 
(Editor i Note: This article was 
written before last Saturday's compe­
tition. Abramson and DiSanto won a 
hard fought "battle of the brains.") 
SEE REIMELS ON FACE 7 
3L JARI SAMUELS WILL BILE ACROSS MONTANA JITST DAYS AFTER THE BAR EXAM. 
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Lots of Fun 
Stuff! 
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The Docket is pub­
lished five times per 
year during the school 
year by students of the 
Villanova University 
School of Law. Letters 
and articles are wel­
come from students, 
faculty, alumni, and 
staff. The opinions 
expressed herein are 
solely those of the 
writers and do not 
necessarily reflect 
those of the Docket 
editors or staff or the 
Villanova University 
Law School. 
The Docket is an inde­
pendent publication 
partially funded by the 
SBA student fee. 
Rub A Dub Dub, 
Thanks for the 
Grub, VLS! 
BY DAN DELIBERTY 
Ah, Nine days. No I'ln not 
referring to that "Story of a 
Girl," song but rather, the num­
ber of class days, as of this 
writing, that I have left here at 
VLS. Yes, time keeps on slip-
pin', slippin', into the future. 
Just the other day while watch­
ing WrestleMania 17 (yes, they 
are up to Seventeen) I remi­
nisced with my dad about us 
going to the Spectrum when I 
was eleven to watch 
WrestleMania 2 on closed cir­
cuit TV (before the days of 
pay-per view!). Whew, that 
was fifteen years ago. Scary. 
These three years of law 
school have flown by; I can't 
believe the end is almost near. 
We're going to try to crank out 
one more issue of the Docket, 
but I can't promise anything. I 
do have about 1000 pictures 
from my digital camera that 1 
may try to put in some sort of 
CD-ROM yearbook, so keep 
your eyes out for that in May. 
I hate to say this, but some 
people have been unreliable 
when it comes to delivering 
promised content here for the 
paper. I'm outta here, so it's 
up to you readers to keep this 
thing going. ^ Everyone loves 
to yell at me "hey, Dan when's 
the paper coming out," or "Yo, 
Dan, Where's the Docket," but 
it has to be a joint etlbrt. I 
tried to turn things around and 
at least was successful in 
bringing the Docket back to 
life, but there's still much work 
to be done if you want this 
paper to grow. 
Some law schools have 
ample resources and dedicated 
otlice space for a student 
paper, and thus are able to pro­
duce regular, quality publica­
tions. We don't have much 
along those lines here, but we 
have good people. The Docket 
was largely done on a few stu­
dent laptops, "on the fly." 
Surprisingly, 1 recently tried to 
earmark my pledge to the 
aliunni gift ftmd (rather sub­
stantial - enough to put me at 
the "innovator" level) to the 
Docket but was told that I 
couldn't. That was a little 
insulting. But, like 1 said, 
with nine days to go, I'm not 
losing sleep over it. But the 
point is, if you want a student 
paper, you have to keep it 
going. Before we brought it 
back, the paper had been inac­
tive for three years. Don't let 
that happen again. 
A few issues ago we joked 
by using the tag line "rivaling 
law review in influence and 
prestige." It was a total joke, 
but if you think about it, more 
students have probably read the 
VLS Docket than have read the 
VLS Law Review. So that set­
tles it, Law Review Editor, 
Docket Editor, there's little dif­
ference. I'm asking for 30 
grand more to start next year. • 
This issue we've dubbed our­
selves "the assistant dean of 
law school newspapers" 
because I figured that since 
most of the school's staflf has 
recently been given the title 
"assistant dean," they would­
n't notice. There are so many 
deans, the kid next to you in 
Torts class just might be an 
assistant dean. Tliere's so 
many deans that now the 
school will begin reporting a 
new statistic in the annual law 
school rankings - the "Dean: 
Student ratio." So be nice to 
everyone- you never know who 
could be a dean. 
ELECTION CONNIECTION: 
It's election time at VLS. 
The system here at Garey High 
needs some work, let me tell 
you. I can speak from experi­
ence. For the ILs that don't 
know, I ran for the SBA presi­
dency the last two years in a 
row and lost - or at least that's 
what I was told. You see, here 
at VLS, all standards of nor­
malcy in terms of elections are 
thrown out. Mainly, there's an 
absurd practice of not releasing 
the actual results of the elec­
tions, neither to die student 
body nor to the candidates. 
My first year, many were 
shocked that a "mere" IL 
would dare to run against an 
upperclassmen "2L" for the 
SBA presidency. 1 thought 
that was a bunch of bunk- we 
only have two chances, so why 
not go for the top. 
That first year, all the 
"honor" board would tell me 
was that I lost. They wouldn't 
tell me by how much, or how-
many people voted. Imagine 
that. It was "just trust us, kid, 
you lost." That was hard to 
take. So fast-forward to the 
next year. I felt that some 
things were handled improper­
ly during the election. So I 
went to several administrators, 
who were unwilling to help 
and barely willing to listen. 
They seemed to laugh the how 
thing off as some sort of "valu­
able lesson" that 1 was learn­
ing. Maybe in elementary 
school that would have flown, 
but for twenty grand a year, 
and me being in my mid-twen­
ties, I expect administrators to 
step in when needed and oh, I 
durmo, administrate. For thg, 
second election, I made Sre ^ 
beforehand that I would at least 
get the numbers. Amazingly, 
after the election, even still I 
had to beg for partial results. 
Even after being promised full 
results. Even though not 
releasing them flies in the face 
of common sense and standard 
election practices. 
If a student holds himself 
out, puts himself on the line, 
makes ridiculous self-deprecat-
ing flyers, (and invests time, 
money and energy into a cam­
paign) then he deser\'es to have 
full results. And what's the 
honor board's reasoning for not 
releasing the full results? Get 
this - they don't want to hurt 
anyone's feelings if they lose 
by a wide margin. That seems 
a little condescending, like 
we're helpless children rather 
than future attorneys. I feel 
that if you want to be in public 
olFice, a little embarrassment is 
a risk you have to take. So 
now I'm making a bid for 3L 
class speaker. Given my track 
record, I likely will not win. 
My campaign song this year 
might even have to be Beck's 
"Loser." But at least I forced 
the board to make some much-
needed changes (several of the 
election rules have been rewrit­
ten, directly because of the 
ruckus I caused), for the bene­
fit of those who will run tor 
any position here at VLS in the 
futiu-e. But the election rules 
are still poorly drafted, 
ambiguous, and woefully 
incomplete. 
As for this year's SBA 
Presidential election, only one 
candidate for SBA president 
approached the Docket about 
getting an endorsement from 
this paper. I'm in an awkward 
position since I know all four 
of the candidates. Any of the 
candidates (Mike Traud, Dave 
Koller, Jakob Norman, and 
Willis Watson) would do a 
good job but Mike Traud was 
the only one who thought to 
use the Docket as a way to 
reach students. (Note*. 
Curiously, the I^onor Board 
extended the nomination dead­
line today, as we went to print, 
so there may be additional can­
didates). Hey, the way 1 see it, 
if nothing else, that shows a lit­
tle foresight, a little gumption, 
and some .smarts. All qualities 
I look for in a leader. So Mike 
Traud gets the nod. Good luck 
guys, and press for those 
results, you deserve them. 
Since our last publication, The Villanova Law School Community was struck by the tragic loss of two of its own. This 
issue of the Docket is dedicated in loving memory to J.P Fennigham, class of 2000, and James Ritter, class of 2002. The 
passion and spirit of our two colleagues will forever remain in our hearts. 
J.P. Feiininghaiii 
HollaiuL I'A 
I'liiv. nf Nofrc Dame 
Class of 2000 James Ritter, Class of 2002 

ViE BndLj Shots 
W e ' l l  M a k e  Y a  F a m o u s !  
Mingling at the Public Interest Auction are 
Jessica Christie and Professor Lanctot. 
Hillybilly Jim is Not Dead! He's actually 
alive and studying to become a lawyer 
here at VLS. 
"I may look short next to her, but I'm a very powerful 
man at this school." 
Chris Dolotsky relishes the fringe benefits of being a high 
ly compensated summer associate. 
This was just wrong. 
Laurie Kleinman prefers guys who wear wifebeaters. It's fun to play at the Y-M-C-A!, right 
Derek! 
Damn, what's this guy's name 
"FIRST YEARS" 
- No Ally McBeal, 
Thank God 
By Patrick Kurtas 
If you are dying to know 
what your life will be like 
when you graduate from law 
school and you happen to 
believe everything that you 
see on TV, then NBC's "First 
Years" is the next "can't miss" 
show for you. Strategically 
placed in the Monday 9 P.M. 
timeslot to combat Fox's 
"Ally McBeal", the series 
attempts to offer a realistic 
portrayal of the complicated 
lives of five first-year attor­
neys. The show is set in 
sunny San Francisco, 
California which makes me 
just a little bit curious about 
what law school these young 
attorneys attended, a fact yet 
to be disclosed. (California 
has 57 law schools, only 16 
of which are accredited by 
the American Bar 
Association) 
While the show undeni­
ably portrays some aspects of 
the first-year experience 
accurately, (such as getting 
coffee for the boss and being 
shoveled all of the dead-end 
cases that none of the part­
ners want) the aspect of the 
< show that I tind most humor-
fHe faff tMt each of 
these five attorneys attended 
the same law school (where 
four of them were best of 
friends), they all now work 
very closely with one another 
in the same large law firm, 
and with the exception of one 
of the five (Anna), they all 
live in the same house. Call 
me skeptical, but this is just a 
little bit more than I can take. 
the mother did not consent 
with full information, Riley 
aids in convincing the mother 
Two of the five characters. 
Egg and Riley, are a couple, 
while two of the remaining 
three, Anna and Miles, aspire 
to be. No doubt we will have 
to wait tlirough many, many 
more episodes until they real­
ize that they're made for each 
other. The remaining charac­
ter, Warren, is gay and strug­
gles to find his place within 
the group. This fact is rein­
forced during an exchange in 
the second episode where it 
appears that the other four 
characters can't even recall 
that Warren attended the 
same law school and was in 
the same class as the rest of 
them. 
While certain aspects of 
the show are hard to swallow, 
there is a degree of realism. 
In episode one, Riley is given 
a dead-end case in which she 
must represent an incarcerat­
ed African-American mother 
who wishes to rescind her 
consent to allow her daughter 
to be adopted by a white fam­
ily. Atter winning the case 
because the judge finds that 
that the adoptive parents love 
the child regardless of color 
and that the child has a better 
chance with them than she 
would in a foster home. 
Riley accomplishes all of this 
without even breaking a 
sweat, mainly since she was 
able to cany out all of these 
tasks -including arguing in 
front of the judge - in her 
tanktop. 
In espisode two, Warren 
and Miles break open a case 
against Brinner 
Pharmaceutical for manufac­
turing a drug that caused 
some of those who took it to 
develop cancer. In investigat­
ing the case, the two young 
attorneys grow close to their 
client, Seth, which leads their 
boss to remind them that they 
should not get involved pei^ 
sonally with their chents and 
that they should mamtain 
objectivity. While working 
on the case. Warren secretly 
feels that Miles has been 
stomping all over him and 
taking the lead even when he 
doesn't know what he's talk­
ing about. When it comes 
time to write the request for a 
continuance, the two clash 
over the subject matter of that 
request, with Miles emphasiz­
ing the money aspect of the 
case and Warren emphasizing 
the life of another human 
being. When Warren reads 
his idea for the request to 
Miles, Miles dismisses it as 
foolish. In the end, the two 
attorneys write separate 
requests and it is not until 
their boss begins his request 
for a continuance in front of 
the judge with the very same 
words Warren had read to 
Miles earlier, that they know 
whose version was chosen. 
By the end of the hour this 
case culminates in a S 3.5 
million settlement which Seth 
accepts and the bosses of the 
firm rejoice over with drinks. 
Of course, the episode would­
n't be complete without Miles 
seeing Anna on a coach near­
by, somehow sleeping 
tlirough the party, thus result­
ing in him pulling a jacket 
over her while she pretends 
to sleep. Gee, where is this 
going? 
All in all, "First Years" 
isn't that bad of a show if you 
are willing to overlook a cou­
ple of aspects and you have 
an hour of time to spare. 
Any way you look at it, it 
sure beats the whiney, artifi­
cial character^ on Ally •' 
McBeal. Don't try telling that 
to Mike Traud though, 
because there are some Ally 
McBeal fans that you just 
can't change. 
CLEAR YOUR HEAD, BUT 
NOT WITH CRACK 
By Dan DeLiberty 
To clear your head before 
finals, go to one of my favorite 
places, which 1 only discovered a 
few years ago. It's the 
roUerblade path at Valley 
Forge Park. It's only 10 min­
utes or so from school and truly a 
hidden gem that not many stu­
dents seem to know about. 
I believe this is the only place to 
roller blade in the park. There's 
over 15 miles of flat, paved path. 
Supposedly you can skate all the 
way from Valley Forge to Philly, 
but I've never made it that far. 
The scenery is awesome. 
(Although I was half-jokingly 
offered crack by a group of very 
young teenagers once while 
skating here , so be careful in 
certain areas.) 
One way to get there: 
Take 202 S like you're going 
towards the King of Prussia Mall. 
Take the 422 West exit. Stay on 
422 for about 5 minutes till the 
Audoban/Trooper exit (you'll go 
over a little bridge). Take a left 
off the exit (you'll see a Harley 
Davidson motorcycle shop), then 
another quick left and down a lit­
tle hill to the park entrance on 
your right. 
Of course, you can also 
always blade on Kelly Drive. 
Like in those VLS admissions 
brochures, which crack me up. 
One of my friends joked that if 
you believed what you saw in 
them, all VLS students have tons 
of time to hang out during the 
day at the Art Museum, 
Boathouse Row, and various 
Philly cafes. 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Docet Editor; 
Not many students walking down 
the main hallway ever stop to look 
at the SBA Bulletin Board. On this 
board they publish their weekly 
notes. Most students don't tend to 
think about what goes on in their 
meetings. It has come to my atten­
tion that in reading these SBA 
notes, that things are not in the 
immortal words of MC Hammer, 
"TOO LEGIT." 
Here is the situation: The Jewish 
Law Society and the Black Law 
Student Association sponsored a 
charity event at a bowling lane. 
Each group was given $500 for this 
event originally. This is the normal 
amount SBA gives to organizations 
for TGs. SBA then gave each 
group an additional $250 because 
the turnout was looking good. In 
my opinion, this is false. The day 
before the event, I looked at the 
sign up sheet and only saw approxi­
mately 25 names ~ at most. It is 
my belief that the additional $250 
was to cover the expenses which 
they feared they would be unable to 
cover. Anyway, I am not arguing 
this, but just feel that is a little 
shady. 
Thus far, SBA spent $1500 on this 
event. Well, the event turned out to 
be a success. It was so successful 
that" an SGA 2L representative felt 
the need to expand the event with­
out SBA permission. In order to 
expand the event,this student placed 
an additional $1500 on his credit 
card. Where was this money com­
ing fi-om in this student's mind? 
Well, he feh that SBA would gladly 
give him another $1500. 
When these facts presented this 
infonnation to SBA, it was met 
with outrage. Many SBA represen­
tatives could not believe the irre­
sponsibility involved. I applaud 
those SBA members who argued 
against this but in the end, no mem­
ber voted against giving the addi­
tional $1500 he put on his credit 
card at the end of the semester if 
there is money left over. This 
money is usually saved for the fol­
lowing year, not for Si500 mis­
takes. 
I am not getting my MBA and 
have no background in mathematics 
or accounting but these things do 
not add up. Let's take a look. SBA 
granted $l 500 ($500 above normal) 
for two groups to have an event. 
This is fine with me. But a student 
organization "leader" then went and 
charged an additional $1500 to his 
credit card without SBA approval. 
Thus making the grand total for the 
event $3000. This is $2000 above 
the average SBA spends on an 
event. 
So where is SBA getting the 
extra $1500 to pay for the bill. 
Why, they are taking it from tlie 
money allocated from all students. 
So thus, SBA is taking money from 
all the students to cover the imma­
turity of one law student who is a 
member of SBA. I wonder how 
lenient SBA would be if any non -
SBA student member asked them to 
pick up their credit card bill for a 
glorified night of drinking. I rec­
ommend that all society's spend 
freely and irresponsibly to see if 
SBA picks up your tab. This way, 
tuition will continue to increase. 
Anyway, this event was for char­
ity. The event total was $3000. 
Guess how much it raised for chari­
ty: S750. Those numbers don't 
seem right. The student should 
have just donated the extra $1500 
to charity instead of acting irre­
sponsibly. But in the end, SBA will 
give him the money and act like 
nothing happened. Hopefiilly, a les ­
son was learned that you don't 
spend money that you don't have. 
Ultimately, the lesson for one stu­
dent was at the expense of the 
whole student body (pardon the 
pun). 
All organizations who wish to 
host a "charity" event should look 
towards those who head the public 
interest auction. For close to the 
amount spent in the fiasco I just 
described, they raised $40000, thus 
allowing ten students to work in 
public interest fellowships for the 
summer. I congratulate them on 
their job well done. 
Signed, 
A Concerned Student 
(Name Witheld by Request) 
. 
UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL WITH THE FINAL FOUR 
So what kind of brain force propelled 
these students this far? "I really didn't go 
about this with any strategy," said Fogarty. 
"It was more like a cocktail of two parts 
knowing my argument, and three parts 
confidence." How about winning over 
these judges? "I would say my strongest 
technique is to let the judges set the tone 
of the conversation," said Ginsbuig, "and 
then play it off of their personalities and 
demeanor, instead of posturing and 
becoming aggressive." Abramson and 
DiSanto appeared to rely on their inherent 
skills as well. "You just need to think on 
your feet," said DiSanto. 
In addition to the traditional forum of 
holding the argument at the law school, 
this year's final Reimels argument will be 
broadcast on the Internet through 
WebCast, which will allow users to check 
out the four argue live on Saturday (see 
accompanying article on WebCast). Does 
this make any of the finalists apprehen­
sive? 
."I am trying not to think about it," said 
Ginsburg. "The very large crowd behind 
me is nerve-racking enough!" 
While Ginsburg may have expressed some 
apprehension about this exploration into 
Internet broadcasting, there were also 
feelings of excitement expressed over the 
new technology. "I love an audience!" 
said Fogarty. "The more people, the bet­
ter." DiSanto expressed similar fondness 
of the idea. "That's cool," he stated. 
"Friends of mine can bust my chops with­
out having to leave the comfort of their 
homes." 
When asked about the WebCast, 
Abramson did not appear to have stage 
fi-ight concerns, but feared the "camera-
adds-ten-pounds" rumor. "I've been work­
ing out really hard the last couple weeks," 
he replied. "The things we do for show­
biz." 
While the glamour and fame of the 
Reimels competition can get some a bit 
cocky, one must admit that there always is 
the chance that the judges can bring a 
competitor down. For DiSanto, many of 
the judges "blend[ed] into one person in a 
black robe asking questions." Abramson, 
however, admitted that he had to exercise 
patience and discretion when it came to 
tough judges. "It's a fine line, and I 
crossed it several times," said Abramson. 
"But that's the advantage of having 
Andrew as a partner. He has an uncanny 
ability to smooth things over." 
Last fall, several students lamented over 
the requirement of having to write another 
brief for the competition. While doing 
more work is never favored over, say, 
pouncmg off to the Wild Onion, our final­
ists had positive things to say about the 
BIKE RIDE CONTINUED FROM COVER 
- mentation of the auction. She works two 
jobs, is enrolled in a dual degree program, 
and still manages to make time to involve 
herself in something that we all believe is 
important. Her commitment has inspired 
me to volunteer tliis year as a crew mem­
ber in Montana. As part of the crew mem­
ber, I'll serve food and snacks to bikers 
during the ride. I can hardly wait- and I 
won't have to get into shape to volunteer! 
Kari has raised over Si2,000 in just 
two years for AIDS vaccine research. I 
encourage all of us to ask Kari more about 
her experiences with the Vaccine Rides, 
so that she can share with us the impor­
tance of AIDS education and activism 
If you would like to make a 
donation for this year's Montana 
Ride or volunteer as a rider or 
competition. 
"[The competition] provided me with 
insight into a skill I didn't know I pos­
sessed, and has since helped me narrow 
my range of possible career choices," said 
Ginsburg. Her partner agreed. "I think 
it's a fantastic forum for lawyers-to-be to 
voice an argument aloud," Fogarty said. 
"It's great for those who hate to speak in 
front of people, because it forces them to 
tap into a part of themselves that they'd 
probably rather not." Fogarty also admit­
ted that the competition was good for 
those students who enjoy speaking in pub­
lic. "I think I love to hear myself talk, so 
I fall into the second category. I really am 
actually having fun doing this." 
The benefits of the competition, however, 
were not without their negatives. "It's an 
excellent learning tool for those with an 
interest in appellate advocacy," said 
Abramson, "but it's flawed in a lot of 
ways." Abramson cited a problem with 
finding judges who were truly knowledge­
able about litigation. "You have to take 
some [criticism from judges] with a grain 
of .salt, especially when one of the judges 
is telling you how things really work, 
when you know he's been behind his desk 
in a big firm doing taxes and estates for 
all of the year and a half he's been practic­
ing law." Despite this problem, Abramson 
was quick to add that the Moot Court 
Board did an excellent job of planning 
and preparing for this year's competition. 
So what pearls of wisdom do our finalists 
have for next year's aspiring competitors? 
"Make your brief brief," said Abramson. 
"Nobody wants to read a thirty-page brief 
when they aren't getting paid to do it." 
Both DiSanto and Abramson stated that 
being relaxed and composed was better 
than havmg a rehe^ed argument. 
Fogarty and Ginsburg agreed that getting 
worked up over the competition was not a 
good idea. "Have a blast," said Ginsburg. 
"It's a great experience and a terrific 
opportunity to refine necessary lawyering 
skills." 
"Learn to love to hear yourself speak," 
added Fogarty. "Form an opinion on 
everything you can, while at the same 
time being completely open to hearing 
other people's points of view." 
So, do we now know the secrets behind 
our finalists' appellate advocacy strategies 
and techniques? Perhaps nof, but it is 
apparent that there is something to be said 
for just being yourself when faced with 
the challenge of being persuasive. "All 
you can do is what you've done, and do it 
well," commented Abramson. "That's 
what 1 intend to do. I'll let you know how 
it goes." 
crew member, you can visit 
either web site: 
www.palottateamworks.org or 
http://www.vaccineride.org . 
Kari's rider # is 10321. 
One addition: the ride also 
benefits the Emory Vaccine 
Center (In addition to Aaron 
Diamond and UCLA). 
3L Dennis Abramson 
1 - _V 
3L Andrew DiSanto 
2L Elizabeth Fogarty 2L Erin Ginsburg 
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INTERNATIONAL LAW SOCIETY 
ANNUAL DINNER AND SPEAKER 
"The Utility of the International Court of Justice' 
THE HONORABLE STEPHEN M. SCHWEBEL 
PIIESIDENT JUDGE OF THE INTL. COURF OF JUS TICE, '97-00 
Wednesday April 11 
speech @5:00 pm 
dinner @ 6:00pm 
Cafeteria 
Tickets - $8 members, $10 non-members 
Summer iri S^n 
in 
Ctfmmcil Lnw PracHce 
isNite Ptoniflfi^ 
Property 
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HUMOR/TECH LIFE 
MARCH MADNESS 
BY DAVE KOLLER 
1 have gotten so caught up in 
my basketball pool for March 
Madness that 1 bring my brack­
et sheet into Evidence class 
with me every Tuesday and 
Thursday and stare at it for the 
entire two hour class period. As 
if that is not bad enougli, during 
Constitutional Law class, I sit 
there and cleverly devise my 
own personal bracket of the girl 
of my dreams. This year, the 
championship game was 
between Brittany Spears and 
Krissy Reader. Sorry Brittany, 
but you lose in a major 
blowout. Anyway, the point 
is that I am so obsessed with 
March Madness that I have 
come up with several other 
brackets on anything and every­
thing. Here is a brief sampling 
of two final fours that are a lit­
tle more entertaining and inter­
esting than the same old annual 
one which seems to usually 
consist of Duke, Stanford, 
Michigan State, and the always 
highly favored University of 
Pennsylvania. 
1) SCARIEST THING 
ABOLT LAW SCHOOL In 
tlie opening round, the cheese­
burger fi-om the vending 
machine in the cafeteria upset 
tlie design of the parking lot 
(and a couple of stomachs too). 
It was an upset because not too 
many people knew about the 
cheeseburger. Thank god. 
Afterwards, I had the chance of 
interviewmg the parking lot. It 
said, "The reason we lost this 
game was because we had trou­
ble driving down the lane." 
With its opening round victory, 
the cheeseburger went on to the 
final four, and faced the first-
year property exam. The 
cheeseburger destroyed its 
opponent in a lop-sided battle, 
where the first-year property 
exam appeared to have 
absolutely no clue of how to do 
anything, much like all of us on 
that damn exam. 
On the other side of the 
bracket. Professor Gordon's 
deck of cards, the unanimous 
favorite to win the whole thing, 
had an easy time intimidating 
opponents like UCC 2-207 and 
the Erie Doctrine, on its way to 
the championship game. 
During the games featuring 
UCC 2-207 and the Erie 
Doctrine, the tans were really 
quiet and seemed uninterested. 
I guess that they had no clue as 
to what the hell was going on 
as well. 2) BEST ATTEMPT 
BY A MALE LAW STUDENT 
AT GETTING A GIRL TO 
LIKE YOU Let me begin by 
saying that the pool of talent in 
this tournament was very 
watered down. The perennial 
favorite, "Do you need any out­
lines?," had very httle difficulty 
in coming out of an extremely 
weak bracket that consisted of 
such pretenders as "Would you 
like to go to the symposium 
with me?" and "I'd like to take a 
picture of you and me naked" -
SLAP! In the championship 
game, "Do you need any out­
lines?" squared off against 
sending out an email to "all the 
girls you have hooked up with, 
should have hooked up with, 
and will hook up with." Oh 
wait. Never mind. For a 
moment, I thought we were in 
the bracket for Lamest/ Most 
Pathetic attempt by a male stu­
dent at getting a girl to like you. 
Anyway, in the championship 
game, the real opponent of "Do 
you need any outlines?" was the 
eventual wirmer of the entire 
toimiament, the singing valen­
tine during constitutional law 
class, which had no problem 
marching its way to the cham­
pionship. This little-known tac­
tic was successfully implement­
ed by its genius coach, and is 
sure to be replicated by millions 
in the future. 
Editors Note: You forgot anoth­
er classic line, Dave - "Do you 
wanna see my Hebrew 
National?" The preceding was 
so full of inside jokes that it 
almost didn't make sense to 
print it, but hey we're like a 
high school here at 'ol Garey 
High, plus The Docket is 
desparate for content, so any­
thing goes. 
BILLABLE HOURS - BECAUSE TIME IS MONEY 
OH WHAT A 
TANGLED WEB WE 
WEAVE 
BY DAN DELIBERTY 
A few weeks back during 
an info session, a rep from the 
PA Bar told us it should take 
about two hours to fill out the 
Bar application once we down­
loaded it from the web. Yeah, 
kinda, dude. It took me more 
like two full days. Thank God 
for the Internet, that's all I have 
to say. The bar people want 
you to list eveiy address you've 
had in the last ten years. For 
me, that was like 8 addresses. 
Well, I moved recently and still 
have boxes and files fiill of old 
stuff that might contain that 
info. After three years of case­
books, those details tend to 
fade from memory, so I needed 
some help. Luckily, all it took 
for me was a quick visit to the 
residence life page at the 
Syracuse web site to find all 
the info I needed. While there, 
I also got needed contact infor­
mation on some old professors. 
Then I was off to Yahoo 
Yellow pages to fill in gaps for 
other info I needed about my 
old jobs, student internships, 
temp agencies, and various 
other minutiae that make up 
my life history. For those yet 
to fill those apps out, remem­
ber, it's two days, not two 
hours. 
And here's a tip that is sure 
to come in handy. If you ever 
need a local post office that's 
open till 9:00 pm on Saturday 
(and 6 pm or so on Sundays 
even), go to the Springfield 
Mall. I've been told there's 
another one in Philly, but this 
one is much more convenient 
from the Main Line. Just 10 
minutes or so from school, take 
476 towards Chester, take the 
Springfield exit. I had to wait 
in line twice for about half an 
hour each time, but I was just 
thankful to be getting my 
March 31 st postmark. 
How TO SUPERCHARGE 
YOUR TIME ONLINE. 
Verizon.com's InfoSpeed. 
The free ISPs I wrote about 
la.st year are fading fast. Like 
many Internet companies, their 
business models never panned 
out. I recommend teaming up 
with your roommate and 
splurging for Verizon's DSL hi-
speed Internet access. They've 
sweetened the pot with their 
current offer, which for S40 a 
month gives you unlimited 
Internet access, a fi^ee modem, 
and a free little camera. You 
do have to commit to a year 
contract. I've had DSL since 
October and overall have been 
thrilled. It took them awhile to 
send me out the modem, but 
that was around the time of the 
big phone company strike so 
orders were still backlogged. 
So far, the service is fast and 
reliable. I can hardly remem­
ber what dial-up was like. 
I can download songs, 
videos, software applications, 
and pictures, in a matter of sec­
onds. With good speakers and 
a DSL connection, you can lis-
,ten to live, streamed radio sta­
tions from around the world. 
1 listen to one top 40 station in 
Hawaii that was giving a 
weather report of "sunny and 
85 today" while we were hav­
ing a snowstorm here in PA. 
Amazing. 
Tip: "When accessing 
GroupWise from home, I 
often cannot open attach­
ments. To get around this, I 
simply forward the whole 
email to myself at my free 
yahoo mail account. From 
there, I can always open just 
about an3^hing without a prob­
lem. This is good to know 
when you've procrastmated and 
can't get to your latest assign­
ment that is due in an hour! 
Speaking of Yahoo mail. 
here's a way to get a truly per­
sonal email address. My 
"real" email address that 1 give 
out to non- law school folks is 
simply my name: dan(@delib-
erty.com. People are so 
impressed by this, you'd be 
amazed! With a personal email 
address, they think you're a big 
dot com executive or some­
thing, or at least that you have 
a very important position. But 
it's really quite easy, and inex-"' 
pensive. You, too can be 
equally impressive by first 
reserving your domain name at 
a discount registrar like direct-
nic.com. For $ 15 a year, you 
secure your name. You actual­
ly own the name. Beware of 
some sites that charge you by 
the month rather than year and 
want to lease yotir name to 
you. So I paid $ 15 for the 
domain name "deliberty.com." 
I could have a website at that 
address but don't yet. 
Then 1 went to Yahoo! and 
got a free Yahoo! mail address. 
The problem with that address 
Ls that it ends in 
yahoo.com," and all the good 
variations of dan were long 
since gone. But directnic, for 
free, lets you "redirect" your 
domain name. You can then 
use your free yahoo email 
account along with your 
domain name. 
So all mail to dan@deliber-
ty.com actually goes to my 
yahoo email account. When I 
send an outgoing email, I can 
choose to have it look like it 
came from the yalioo address 
or the deliberty address. And, 
you can pay $20 more a year to 
expand the free yahoo mail 
capacity from 6mgs to 25, 
which should be plenty for 
anyone. So, for S3 5 a year, 
you can have a custom email 
address with a huge mailbox. 
Use the LINKS Toolbar to 
surf like a pro 
Since time is money in the 
legal profession, it can't hurt 
law stiident to look for ways to 
hone our time management 
skills. I've been using Internet 
Explorer for many years now 
but only recently started using 
the "links" toolbar. The links 
bar is an additional little sec­
tion at the top of your screen 
which is fully integrated into 
the browser. You add it simply 
by going to "view" and check­
ing "links." You then drag your 
favorite links from the address 
bar to the links bar. Depending 
on your setup, it should show 
up right underneath the address 
bar. 
By abbreviating the names 
of the sites, you can fit as 
many as ten links right on the 
bar. On my links toolbar, I 
have the following: VLS 
Email, VLS virtual classrooms, 
AOL email. Lexis, West, 
Wired.com, MySimon., 
DealCatcher, Wall Street 
Journal, and a few others. This 
setup is even more efficient 
than using the favorites drop 
down menu. This is where you 
can keep the sites you visit 
most often. You can go one 
step further by installing Yahoo 
Companion which adds yet 
another with direct access to all 
your customized myYahoo 
content. 
Deal of the Month: Visit One 
of my all time favorite sites, 
Dealcatcher.com. Find the 
Staples link and all the coupon 
codes. Then visit Staples.com 
to get a Handspring Visor 
Deluxe for S250. There's a 
S50 rebate from the manufac­
turer plus a $20-30 online 
coupon from Staples. Total 
cost is SI80 with free 
overniglit delivery. They come 
in different colors and are great 
little but powerful tools with a 
ton of features. ILs, believe 
me, by the time you graduate, 
you'll get tired of lugging that 
laptop around. (Sorry, I'm 
sounding a little like Aerosmith 
- "jaded.") 
Privista.com. 
I did a research paper on iden­
tity theft recently, so now I'm a 
little paranoid about my credit 
history. This great site will 
notify you by email when any 
suspicious activity occurs 
wliich may affect your credit 
rating. It used to be free but I 
think they've started charging 
$20 a year. Still, the average 
victim of identity theft winds 
up spending about $800 out of 
pocket in time and expenses to 
clean up their credit report, so 
it might be worth the nominal 
fee. 
lpiiig.com. 
This free service is neat. It 
could come in handy around 
finals time if you don't trust 
yoiu" alarm clock. You register 
at their site, then you can tell it 
to call you at the specific time 
whenever you need to be 
woken up or reminded of any­
thing. You can record your 
own message to hear Or theirs 
(including jokes from Tom 
Green). It's like getting a hotel 
wake-up call whenever you 
want. 
EYada.com 
Check out the Dan and Scott 
streaming radio show. It's like 
Howard Stern but with no FCC 
restrictions, these guys let 
loose. Funny stuff, hilarioas 
skits. 
. Half.com 
(This site works. I've been 
selling my old CDs on here for 
a few weeks now and so far 
have made about three dollars 
each, for a total of fifty bucks. 
Who'd have thought that I'd get 
$4 for an 'Enuff 'Znuff CD (I 
know, I know, why did 1 own 
that?)???!!!!!! Hell, at this 
rate, I might be able to pay for 
my own graduation photos! 
